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Strings (recommended min. 6.6.4.4.2) Q
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COMPOSER’S NOTE
Crossing Over: An American Requiem was composed over a period of about twelve months in 2 Q
though in some ways I feel I have been writing it much of my life. It grew from an earlier Lux A
(2024) for chorus and orchestra, which I had intended as the final movement of a traditionghRequiem.
But when I returned to that project, the Lux Aeterna seemed complete on its own, and I b%&arching
for a more personal way to write about death, grief, and what lies beyond.

I found it in the American sacred music that first captured my imagination as a bo@grandfather grew
up during the Great Depression in southern Missouri and northern Arkansas, -’@‘ music through
shape-note singing in country churches. Through him, and later through my gyWag#lisical explorations, I
became fascinated by American hymns and folk anthems—the directness q (® expression, but also
their vivid images of rivers, forests, birds, fields, distant shores, and trav% Ling their way home.

One of my earliest compositions in which I felt I had found my own Wjce}'s a composer was The

Promised Land (2007), a setting of Samuel Stennett’s “On Jordan’ y Banks I Stand,” a mainstay of

shape-note, Sacred Harp singing. Its image of a traveler standing a river and looking toward home
on the other side expressed something essential about how I MgginedYhe passage from life to death, and
began to suggest a new path for my Requiem. When I desc e idea to my mentor Rosalind Hall, she

ew music I wrote was for a section near
to me before I knew exactly what would
al return of The Promised Land and its

replied, “Well, that’s your title: Crossing Over.” In fact, t
the end. The words “I'm crossing over that gentle river
precede them. I knew only that they would lead into t
concluding declaration, “Fearless I'd launch awa

Crossing Over follows the broad architecture @raditional Requiem, but replaces the Latin with
historic American sacred poetry and hym new texts by writer Glen Nelson and me. I imagined
an emotional landscape encompassing re%ss and loneliness, adventure and exhaustion, grief and
uncertainty, exhilaration and hope. W@ods, biNs, rivers, fields, fire, sea, and sky become places where the
V’&life and the possibility of relief, wonder, and renewal.

traveler encounters both the diffic@
I initially resisted the fear and & the Dies Irae, part of the traditional Requiem Sequence, until Glen

found a way to bring those eguotions into the world of the piece. Glen always has an idea for you, and it
usually is not one you'd e and once it is fleshed out, it always seems to have a soulful, buoyant tone.
His five couplets center grnghe @dgepole pine, whose resin-sealed cones open in the heat of a forest fire
and release their seeds® he enriched earth below. I gave each couplet its own character, while
unifying them thro wal tonality common among some early American sacred music. Folded
within them are oes of the Dies Irae plainchant, but here the fire’s purpose is to bring about new
life. Destructior{firs§ then death, but finally renewal.

Crossing Q @‘ timately affirms not only death and grief, but the value of the whole journey—the worries
and striggMesfhe wonder and mystery, the comfort and guidance received along the way, the lessons
learng@ M ®finally the peace of coming home. Perhaps those who know me best will hear something of
me | Q e joy and optimism that have led me onward, and the hope that even at our crossing over we

C M joyful, hopeful, and indeed ... fearless.

@ aniel McDavitt, August 2026, Old Lyme, Connecticut



TEXTS .

L. Glory (Introit) \ s
Texts by Samuel Stennett (1727-1795), Choice Selection of Hymns and Spiritual Songs (pub. 1827), Q
Christan Songster (pub. 1858) O

On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and cast a wishful eye
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my possessions lie.

O the transporting rapturous scene that rises to my sight! @
Sweet fields arrayed in living green, and rivers of delight! @

I am bound for the promised land, I am bound for the promised land;
O who will come and go with me ? I am bound for the promised land.

world behind.
e will go.

And to glory I will go, and to glory I will go; when I set out for glory, I'll
And to glory I will go, and to glory I will go; come, let us travel on, and

I'm just a poor, wayfaring stranger while traveling through this w:
But there’s no sickness toil or danger in that bright world to whic
I'm going there to see my father, he said he’d meet me when'Wgome.

I'm just a-going over Jordan, I'm just a-going over home. @

I know dark clouds will gather o’er me, I know my way@ugh and steep;
But beauteous fields lie just before me where God’s ré d their vigils keep.
I'm going there to see my mother, she said she’d when I come.

I'm just a-going over Jordan, I'm just a-goin’ oveNgome.

I’'m going wear the crown of glory when I to that bright land,
I want to shout salvation’s story in conce that bloodwash’d band.
is

I’'m going there to see my Savior to sing H ises evermore;
I'm just a-going over Jordan, I'm just%in’ over home.

And to glory I will go, and to go; when I set out for glory, I'll leave the world behind.
And to glory I will go, and to gloryNewill go; come, let us travel on, and to glory we will go.

There generous fruits thafy ail on trees immortal grow;
There rocks and hills, a @ ok®and vales, with milk and honey flow.

I am bound for the C land, I am bound for the promised land;

O who will come a ith me? I am bound for the promised land.

II. Unto My WQO Lord, Give Ear (Kyrie)
Text by Jo arnard (Marblehead, MA, 1681-1770); 2™ verse by Daniel McDavitt

Unto g ds, O Lord, give ear, my meditation heed,

Whi @ y bow’d in sacred fear, thy strength my soul doth need.
(7 hearken when to thee I cry, Thou art my hope and stay,
y Spirit drawing nigh, when unto thee I pray.

en far from home my spirit strays, through shadows dark and wide,

gﬁong for thee through night and day, O draw me to thy side. (Refrain)

Within thy temple, songs of praise shall evermore resound,
In anthems sweet my voice I'll raise for blessings that abound. (Refrain)



ITI. Meditation: Not One Sparrow Is Forgotten
Text from Shaker Music (pub. 1875, Mount Lebanon, New York); additional texts by Samuel Stenne\AO

O’er all the wide, extended plains shines one eternal day, Q
Where God the Son forever reigns and scatters night away. O

Not one sparrow is forgotten, e’en the raven God will feed;

And the lily of the valley heaven grants its every need. @
Then shall I not trust thee, Father, in thy mercy have a share;

And through faith and prayer, my mother, merit thy protecting care? @

IV. A Lodgepole Pine (Sequentia)
Texts by Glen Nelson O

Dies Irae Recordare Q
I am a lodgepole pine whose seeds I almost recall; a [™®me

Are sealed in resined cones and needs Before I leftaghe Werld to roam.

A forest fire for my release, Its peacefe nearly see

A wrathful day before my peace. And wooes it still know me?
Tuba Mirum C js

Or a trumpeter swan whose cry I%ine in flames of woe

Is like the blare of judgment nigh, % understand and somehow know
A mateless, lonely, flying soul at from the ashes I can rise

In search of peace, a sandy shoal. &nd reach again toward the skies.

Rex Tremendae @

Save me, someone, something, some place.

Show me mercy, lend me some grace

That I may not be worthy of

But crave and need and seek and love&

V. Meditation: The Lone, Wi%

Text by Henry McFayden (1877-19¢4); 2™ verse by Daniel McDavitt

The lone, wild bird in loftaf]jdt is still with Thee, nor leaves Thy sight. (Refrain)

The whispering trees i@i wood stand rooted firm as Thou hast stood. (Refrain)

The ends of earth are i and, the sea's dark deep and far off land. (Refrain)
Refrain: And I am st in Thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

VI. Holy, Holy@?tus)

Text by Daniel McDavitt

Holy da n the woods, where hallowed trees through ages stood,

The ept leaves bring gentle peace, and restless hearts find sweet release.
ly Qas®ns in the fields, where patient earth her blooms reveal;

heWirds cry out through thinning air, and sing to all their ancient prayer.

The harps eternal sweetly ring, our homeland waits beyond the spring.

%%oly visions by the shore, where flowing waters faintly roar;

Hosanna! Hosanna!



L 4
The rivers swell their chorus high. The woods and fields their joyful anthems raise. \ s

The mountains ring beneath the sky. The seas resound with hymns of endless praise. Q

The earth awakes with morning light; the golden dawn invites the world to sing. O
All living things their voices unite, and heaven and earth in holy splendor ring.

Text by Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894)

VII. None Other Lamb (Agnus Dei) @@

None other Lamb, none other name, none other hope in heaven or earth or sea,
None other hiding-place from guilt and shame, none beside thee.

My faith burns low, my hope burns low; only my heart's desire cries out j Q
By the deep thunder of its want and woe, cries out to thee. g
Lord, thou art life, though I be dead; love's fire thou art, however :

Nor heav'n have I, nor place to lay my head, nor home, but thee.

VIII. Crossing Over (In paradisum)
Text by Samuel Stennett (1727-1795) and Daniel McDayitt (§4979)

Through winding roads my feet have trod, a stranger m home;
Yet still I know the hand of God has led this travelgr
And soon I'll join the pilgrim throng, and rest il and care.

And burning stars on shining nights have path along;
And soon, as with all who journey onQ ring soul comes home.

No more “the road,” no more g hing,” no more restless cries;

For I am bound for fields aglowgjti™endless golden skies

Then comes a voice across the shord, “Come, lay your burden down.”
I'm crossing over, 'm Q\g er, 'm crossing over that gentle river.
I am bound for the@x and, I am bound for the promised land;

When I shall re@t happy place, Ill be forever blest,

For I shall see my Father’s face, and in his bosom rest.

Filled N ht my raptured soul would here no longer stay;
Tth n’s waves around me roll, fearless I'd launch away.

P

Across rolling hills and distant trails, I've Q e old earth’s song;
wa
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I1. Unto My Words, O Lord, Give Ear (Kyri

@0

Text by John Barnard (Marblehead, MA, 1681-1770); 2nd verse by Daniel McDavit
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IV. A Lodgepole Pine (Sequentia)

Text by Glen Nelson
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e Lone, Wild Bird

V. Meditation:!

Text by Henry McFayden (1877-1964); 2nd verse by Daniel McDavitt
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V1. Holy, Holy (Sanctus) .

Text by Daniel McDavitt \
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®om m. 60 onward, Choirs | and Il are all singing the same parts.

choir isn't large enough to split into two equal and balanced ensembles,
small group of singers could sing the "Soloist/Youth Choir" part instead.

idea is to create a feeling of an increasing number of voices leading to the end.
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Note: After the cutoff, take a moment
to let the sound ring through the hall.
The following movement, which begins

a cappella and in the same key, should
emerge as if from within the reverberatior
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VIl. None Other Lamb (Agnus Del

Text by Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894)
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